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Introduction  
MAGic User©s Guide 

About This Book 
The MAGic User©s Guide teaches you to use and customize MAGic©s 
magnification and speech cap abilities to fit your personal needs. In the 
front of the book, you can find perforated keystroke reference cards that 
contain a list of important MAGic commands. Chapter 1 Quick Start 
Guide gives you the basics to get up and running with MAGic. Chapter 2 
Navigating MAGic explains how to use your keyboard and mouse with 
MAGic. Chapter 3 User Interface provides details on the buttons and 
other options available on the MAGic user interface. Chapter 4 
Magnification describes how to customize MAGic©s magnification 
features, including mouse, cursor, and color enhancements. Chapter 5 
Speech explains how you can customize how MAGic uses synthesized 
speech to read text on your screen. Chapter 6 Tools provides 
information on customizing MAGic©s keystrokes. Chapter 7 Application 
Specific Functions describes how to find information about MAGic 
commands that you can use in Microsoft Word, Excel, and Internet 
Explorer. Chapter 8 Contacting Freedom Scientific tells you how to find 
our Web site and contact technical support . 

Items Checklist  
In your MAGic package, you should find the following items. If you 
discover damaged or missing items, please contact your retailer.  

 CD wallet containing one program CD -ROM and either an 
authorization or update disk  

 Registration disk and r eturn mail envelope  

 MAGic User©s Guide 
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Chapter 1 
Quick Start Guide 

Welcome to MAGic 
MAGic is a software solution ideally suited for computer users with low 
vision, or anyone who spends extended periods of time in front of a 
comput er screen.  

MAGic lets you magnify your computer screen from 1 to 16 times its 
usual size. You can choose from a number of different adjustable views 
that let you see both a magnified and unmagnified portion of the screen 
at the same time.  

Speech features assist you in processing the information on your screen. 
MAGic can read text that you type or point at with the mouse. MAGic 
moves the magnified area of the screen so you always see the text 
being read and highlights words as they are spoken.  

Mouse and cursor enhancements help you track the location of the 
mouse pointer and cursor on the screen. You can choose from a wide 
variety of enhancement styles. MAGic lets you change the color of these 
enhancements, apply transparency effects, adjust their size, an d more.  

Color enhancements let you change how colors display on your screen. 
You can create rules that replace one color with another or switch two 
colors. You can also apply color tinting;  make your screen black -and-
white (monochrome), and invert the bri ghtness and colors of your 
display.  

Other MAGic features track elements of your screen, such as the mouse 
pointer, dialog boxes, and so on. The Locator feature provides you with a 
way to quickly find and move to different areas of the screen. The MAGic 
mul ti -directional panning system gives you complete control with 
adjustable speed, direction, stop and start, and screen navigation 
controls.  
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System Requirements  
The recommended system requirements for MAGic are listed below.  

Specification  Minimum Requirement  

MAGic Standard Windows Vista° Home Premium, 
Windows Vista Home Basic, and Windows 
XP Home  

MAGic Professional and 
Pro Scripting Edition  

Windows Vista Ultimate, Windows Vista  
Enterprise, Windows Vista Business, 
Windows Vista Home Premium, Windows 
Vista Home Basic, Wind ows XP 
Professional , Windows XP Home, Windows 
Media Center Edition, and Windows 2000  

Processor speed 450 MHz or higher  

RAM 256 MB (512 MB recommended)  

Required hard disk space  MAGic requires less than 200 MB of hard 
disk space for program and settings files. 
Additional space is required for the 
operating system, other programs, and 
the Windows swap file.  

Video* 256 color graphics  

* While MAGic will work with 256 colors, it 
is recommended that you use high or true 
color depth (16 -bit color or higher) . 

Sound Windows compatible sound card (for 
speech option)  

 

 



 

4 

Installing MAGic  
1.  Insert the MAGic CD into your CD-ROM drive. 

2.  When the MAGic Setup dialog box appears, choose the MAGic 
Setup button. If you are installing Network MAGic, choose the 
Network MAGic Setup  button instead.  

Tip:  If your MAGic installation CD does not start automatically, 
click the Start  button, select Run, and type D:\setup . If your 
CD-ROM is not D, substitute the correct drive letter.  

3.  The MAGic Setup program starts. You w ill hear the installation 
speak the instructions as they appear on your screen. Follow these 
instructions to complete the MAGic installation.  

Choose to run the automatic (typical) or guided (custom) installation  of 
MAGic. The typical installation, which is recommended for most users, 
installs the most common program features. Use the custom 
installation if you want to specify the default location where MAGic is 
stored on your hard disk, or if you want to install client or server 
components for remote access. This type of installation is recommended 
for advanced users.   

Instructions for installing  MAGic on a network can be found in the online 
help system.  

Uninstalling MAGic  
If you want to uninstall MAGic go to the Program menu and select the 
Uninstall MAGic  option in the MAGic submenu.  
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Product Activation  
After you install MAGic, you must activa te your software. MAGic runs in 
40 minute mode until it is activated on your computer. Internet License 
Manager (ILM) allows you to quickly activate MAGic using the Internet. 
If you do not have an Internet connection, you can activate MAGic by 
telephone or  fax. Alternatively, you can activate MAGic with the 
assistance of a trusted friend, relative, or organization that has access 
to the Internet.  

Tip:  For information on activating a multi -user network license of 
MAGic, refer to the Network MAGic book in t he MAGic online 
help.  

If you purchased a single -user license of MAGic, you are asked to 
activate when you first start the program. You can activate MAGic at a 
later time by opening the Help menu and choosing Update 
Authorization . Choose one of the followin g activation methods and refer 
to the listed page for detailed instructions:  

 Activate using the Internet (page 6)  

 Activate by Telephone (page 8)  

 Activate by Fax (page 9) 

 Activate with the Help of a Trusted Third Party (page 11 ) 

Note:   Your user account must have power user or administrator 
privileges to activate MAGic. Contact your network 
administrator if your account does not have the re quired level 
of access. 

You can also use a dongle (a hardware device that connects to your 
computer's USB or parallel port) to make your MAGic license more 
portable. A dongle allows you to use an authorized version of MAGic on 
any computer as long as the d ongle remains connected. For more 
information, see Dongle Authorization  on page 13 . 
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Note:   Adding or removing certain hardware components may cause 
your computer's Locking Code to change. If this occurs, you 
must reactivate MA Gic. If you need to request more 
activations, visit www.FSActivate.com. 

Activating with Internet License Manager  
You can use Internet License Manager (ILM) to activate MAGic using an 
Internet connectio n. This is the easiest and quickest way to activate 
your product.  

When you first start MAGic, you are asked to activate the program. You 
can also begin the activation process by opening the Help menu and 
choosing Update Authorization . To activate MAGic using the Internet, do 
the following:  

1.  In the Activation  dialog box, choose Start Activation .  

2.  Read the message that displays and then choose Continue. Insert 
the Authorization CD into your CD -ROM drive and choose Activate 
Using Authorization CD . You can find  your Authorization CD in the 
same sleeve as your MAGic program CD. If you do not have your 
Authorization CD, choose Enter Your Authorization Number 
Manually .  

Note:  If you have previously inserted your Authorization CD, you 
will not be asked to insert it  again. Continue to step 3 of the 
activation.  

3.  Choose Activate .  

4.  Use the arrow keys to select Now, Using the Internet 
(RECOMMENDED), and then press ENTER.  

5.  If you used your Authorization CD, your 20 -digit Authorization 
number is automatically inserted into the Authorization Number  
edit box. If your Authorization number is not shown, type it into 
the edit box. You can find your Authorization number in print and 
Braille on your MAGic CD sleeve.  

http://www.fsactivate.com/


 

 7 

6.  Press ENTER to continue. You will be asked to connect to the 
Inte rnet if you have not already done so. You must establish an 
Internet connection before continuing with the activation.  

7.  If you have not registered MAGic, you are asked to do so now. 
Registering MAGic lets you receive technical support. Choose 
Register Now and complete the online registration form by 
following the instructions provided. You can choose to register 
later, but you must register the next time you activate MAGic.  

8.  After you submit your registration, Internet License Manager 
attempts to activate M AGic. This process may take several 
minutes. When the activation is successful, choose Finish.  

Note:  If Internet License Manager cannot activate MAGic because of 
your firewall software, see  Troubleshooting Firewall Software  
on page 7. 

Troubleshooting Firewall Software  

Firewalls protect computer systems from being accessed by 
unauthorized users. Some network or personal firewall software may 
interfere with the installation, activation, or usage of MAGic. The 
following informat ion will help you reconfigure your firewall to work 
with MAGic. Refer to your firewall software documentation for more 
information on allowing access for programs and files.  

Note:   Hardware firewalls do not interfere with installing, activating, 
or running  MAGic. 

Firewall Interferes with Installation  

If your firewall software is preventing you from installing MAGic on your 
computer, reconfigure the firewall to allow the file Setup.exe to run. 
Then retry the installation procedure.  
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Firewall Interferes with A ctivation  

If your firewall software prevents you from activating MAGic using the 
Internet, reconfigure the firewall to allow the following files to run: 
FSActivate.exe, CAUtil.exe, and CAUtil.enu. Once you have reconfigured 
your firewall, retry the activat ion process. If you cannot reconfigure the 
firewall, or if you still cannot activate MAGic, go to www.FSActivate.com. 
Follow the instructions on the Web page to retrieve an Activation 
License code and activate your software. For more information on using 
www.FSActivate.com, see Activating through a Trusted Third Party  on 
page 11 . 

Firewall Interferes with Using MAGic  

If the firewall software prevents MAGic from running or starting, or 
displays a warning message, reconfigure the firewall to allow the file 
JFW.exe to run.  

Advanced Troubleshooting Information  

For a complete list of all files that need to be allowed by your firewall 
software, including the connection type, incoming port, and outgoing 
port, refer to Advanced Troubleshooting  in the MAGic Online Help.  

Activating by Telephone  
If you do not have an Internet connection, you can call Freedom 
Scientific Customer Ser vice. Customer Service will send you a CD in the 
mail that will automatically activate MAGic.  

When you first start MAGic, you are asked to activate the program. You 
can also begin the activation process by opening the Help menu and 
choosing Update Authori zation. To activate MAGic by telephone, do the 
following:  

1.  In the Activation  dialog box, choose Start Activation .  

http://www.fsactivate.com/
http://www.fsactivate.com/
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2.  Read the message that displays and then choose Continue. Insert 
the Authorization CD into your CD -ROM drive and choose Activate 
Using Authoriz ation CD. You can find your Authorization CD in the 
same sleeve as your MAGic program CD. If you do not have your 
Authorization CD, choose Enter Your Authorization Number 
Manually .  

Note:  If you have previously inserted your Authorization CD, you 
will not  be asked to insert it again. Continue to step 3 of the 
activation.  

3.  Choose Activate .  

4.  Use the arrow keys to select Telephone to Receive Activation by 
Mail , and then press ENTER.  

5.  Call (727) 803 -8015. Provide the customer service representative 
with the Aut horization number and Locking code shown in this 
dialog box. If your Authorization number is not shown, you can 
find it in print and Braille on your MAGic CD sleeve.  

6.  Choose Quit . You can continue using MAGic in 40 minute mode 
until you receive your CD.  

When you receive the CD with your Activation License code from 
Freedom Scientific, insert it into your CD -ROM drive to automatically 
activate MAGic.  

Note:  If the CD does not automatically activate your software, press 
WINDOWS Key+R, type "D: \ActivationCode.exe" and press 
ENTER. If your CD-ROM drive is not D , then substitute the 
correct letter.  

Activating by Fax  

If you do not have an Internet connection, you can send a fax to 
Freedom Scientific with your Authorization number and Locking code. 
You will then  receive an Activation License code either in an e -mail 
message or on a CD.  
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When you first start MAGic, you are asked to activate the program. You 
can also begin the activation process by opening the Help menu and 
choosing Update Authorization . To activate MAGic by fax, do the 
following:  

1.  In the Activation  dialog box, choose Start Activation .  

2.  Read the message that displays and then choose Continue. Insert 
the Authorization CD into your CD -ROM drive and choose Activate 
Using Authorization CD . You can find y our Authorization CD in the 
same sleeve as your MAGic program CD. If you do not have your 
Authorization CD, choose Enter Your Authorization Number 
Manually .  

Note:  If you have previously inserted your Authorization CD, you 
will not be asked to insert it a gain. Continue to step 3 of the 
activation.  

3.  Choose Activate .  

4.  Use the arrow keys to select Fax, and then press ENTER.  

5.  Complete the form by typing the required information into the edit 
boxes. If you want to receive your Activation License code in an e -
mail message, enter your e -mail address. If you do not enter an e -
mail address, Freedom Scientific will send you a CD in the mail 
that will automatically activate MAGIC.  

6.  If you used your Authorization CD, your 20 -digit Authorization 
number is automatically i nserted into the Authorization Number 
edit box. If your Authorization number is not shown, type it into 
the edit box. You can find your Authorization number on your 
MAGIC CD sleeve.  

7.  Choose Print  to send the form to your printer. After you have 
printed the  form, choose Quit .  

8.  Fax the printed form to (727) 803 -8001.  
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If you entered your e -mail address, you should receive an e -mail 
message from Freedom Scientific within one or two business days. 
Follow the instructions provided in the message to activate MAGI C. If 
you do not enter an e -mail address, you will receive a CD from Freedom 
Scientific in the mail. Insert the CD into your CD -ROM drive to 
automatically activate MAGIC.  

Note:  If the CD does not automatically activate your software, press 
WINDOWS Key+R, type "D: \ActivationCode.exe" and press 
ENTER. If your CD-ROM drive is not D , then substitute the 
correct letter.  

Activating through a Trusted Third Party  
If you know a friend, relative, or other trusted person with an Internet 
connection, they can help yo u activate MAGic. Alternatively, you can use 
an Internet connection in a library, at work, or anywhere else. You or a 
trusted third party can visit www.FSActivate.com to obtain your 
Activation License code.  

Tip:  A free program from Freedom Scientific called Activation 
Media Image Creator lets you create a CD, 3.5 -inch disk, or e -
mail attachment containing MAGic license information.  

To obtain an Activation License code from FSActivate.com, do the 
following:  

1.  Point your Web browser to http://www.FSActivate.com .  

2.  Enter your 20 -digit Authorization number and Locking code. Your 
Authorization number appears on your MAGic CD sleeve in both 
print and b raille. To find your computer's Locking code, open the 
MAGic Help menu and choose About .  

Note:  The Locking code is unique for each individual computer. Be 
sure you enter the Locking code of the computer you intend 
to use with MAGic when it is activated.  

3.  Choose Submit License Request  to receive an Activation License 
code.  

http://www.fsactivate.com/
http://www.fsactivate.com/
http://www.fsactivate.com/
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4.  The remaining steps must be completed on the computer where 
the copy of MAGic you want to activate is installed. Begin by 
starting MAGi c on this computer. From the MAGic Help menu, 
choose Update Authorization .  

5.  In the Activation  dialog box, choose Start Activation .  

6.  Read the message that displays and then choose Continue. Insert 
the Authorization CD into your CD -ROM drive and choose Activate 
Using Authorization CD . You can find your Authorization CD in the 
same sleeve as your MAGic program CD. If you do not have your 
Authorization CD, choose Enter Your Authorization Number 
Manually .  

Note:  If you have previously inserted your Authorizatio n CD, you 
will not be asked to insert it again. Continue to step 7 of the 
activation.  

7.  Choose Activate .  

8.  Use the arrow keys to select the Activation Generated from 
www.FSActivate.com radio button and press ENTER.  

9.  Type the Activation License code you receiv ed from 
www.FSActivate.com into the edit box and then press ENTER.  

10.  After you have successfully activated MAGic, choose Finish to 
complete the process.  

Using Activation Media Image Creator  

Activation Media Image Creator is a free program from Freedom 
Scientific that allows a user with an Internet connection to retrieve 
Activation License codes from Internet License Manager. The user can 
then distribute these Activation License codes on CD, 3.5 -inch dis k, or 
e-mail. Users without Internet connections can use the files created by 
this program to activate MAGic without having to type the lengthy 
Activation License code.  

http://www.fsactivate.com/
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To download the installation package for Activation Media Image 
Creator, visit www.FSActivate.com. After you install the program, follow 
the instructions in the Activation Media Image Creator online Help to 
retrieve and distribute Activation License codes from Internet License 
Manager. 

Dongle Authorization  
A dongle is a hardware device that you can connect to a computer's 
parallel or USB port (depending on the type of dongle). MAGic is 
authorized to run on that computer as long as the dongle remains 
connected. This is useful if you frequ ently need to use MAGic on many 
different computers and do not want to activate the program on each of 
them.  

When MAGic starts, it first determines whether a dongle is connected to 
the computer. If one is connected, MAGic uses the features and 
information  for the license associated with the dongle to authorize 
MAGic. If no dongle is connected, MAGic searches for the license 
information stored on the computer. You can use the Dongle Viewer 
utility to view information on the license associated with the dongl e 
currently connected to your computer. To start this utility, go to the 
MAGic program group, open the Tools submenu, and choose Dongle 
Viewer. 

Note:   It is recommended that you do not connect the dongle to 
your computer until after you install MAGic. If t he dongle was 
connected before or during installation, you must restart your 
computer to receive proper authorization.  

Dongles are sold separately or as an additional MAGic feature. Contact 
Freedom Scientific Sales if you want to purchase one.  

Note:  Certain international versions of MAGic require a dongle for 
authorization. Using one of these versions without a dongle 
displays an error message.  

http://www.fsactivate.com/
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MAGic Program Group 
To see the MAGic program group, click the Start  button and choose 
Programs, MAGic. The contents of the MAGic program group display in 
the MAGic submenu.  

 

Within the MAGic program group, you will find the following:  

 FSReader Demo - Starts FSReader Demo. This program allows you to 
listen to DAISY books created by Freedom Sci entific. The MAGic Basic 
Training is available in DAISY format. You can install this book when 
you install MAGic. After you start FSReader, open the File menu and 
choose Open. You can listen to the included 
"FSReaderGettingStarted" DAISY book to learn how to use the 
program.  

 Help ­ Opens the online help system.  

 MAGic ­ Launches the MAGic program.  

 View Readme.txt  ­ The MAGic Readme.txt contains important 
information regarding installing and uninstalling MAGic, starting 
MAGic, technical notes and known issues , video card compatibility, 
and contact information for Freedom Scientific.  

Tools Folder 
This folder contains the following MAGic utilities:  

 Dongle Viewer ­ Allows you to view license information for the 
dongle currently connected to your computer. For mor e information 
on using a dongle to authorize MAGic, refer to Dongle Authorization  
on page 13 . 
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 Installation Maintenance  ­ Allows you to modify, repair, or remove 
MAGic. Use the Modify  option to change the languages that you hav e 
installed with MAGic. This is also a useful setting for troubleshooting. 
Use the Repair option to reinstall MAGic. Use the Remove option to 
uninstall MAGic from your system.  

 MAGic Network Administrator  - Network administrators use this to 
add, delete, an d modify user settings of MAGic in a network 
environment.  

 Uninstall MAGic  ­ Used to uninstall MAGic from your computer.  

 ILM Authorization Viewer  - Allows you to view details of your ILM 
software licenses.  

 Remove Product Activation  - Allows you to delete yo ur ILM licenses 
for all versions of MAGic installed on this computer. Until you acquire 
a new license, you will only be able to use MAGic in 40 minute mode.  

 Video Intercept Manager - Allows you to install/uninstall Video 
Intercept and displays information  about your computer©s display 
adapter, video chain, and Display Chaining Manager (DCM) compliant 
drivers.  

Explore MAGic 

This folder provides shortcuts to folders containing your user settings, 
shared settings, and program files.  

 Explore My Settings  - Opens the folder containing your user -specific 
MAGic settings. When you create new schemes or modify factory 
schemes, MAGic saves them in this folder. Your custom settings are 
also saved in this folder.  

 Explore Program Files  - Opens the folder where you instal led MAGic, 
allowing you to access the program files.  

 Explore Shared Settings  - Opens the folder containing your shared 
MAGic settings. Factory schemes and default factory settings are 
saved in this folder.  
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Start ing MAGic 
MAGic gives you a variety of ways to start the program.  

 Press the hot key, ALT+CTRL+M, which can be automatically assigned 
when you install MAGic.  

 Double-click the MAGic icon on your desktop.  

 From the Start  menu, choose Programs, open the MAGic submenu, 
and choose MAGic. 

 From the Start  menu, choose Run, type magicxx , where xx is the 
version number, and press ENTER.  

After you start MAGic for the first time, you can do the following:  

 Designate a hot key assignment to launch MAGic.  

 Choose to run the program when Windows starts.   

 Choose if you want MAGic to play sounds instead of hearing spoken 
descriptions of Windows controls.  

 Install audio training material.  

Quitting MAGic  
To quit MAGic, do one of th e following:  

 Press ALT+F4  

 Click the Close button   in the top right hand corner of the window.  

 Select Exit from the File menu.  

Tip:  If you want MAGic to ask you to save your settings  when you 
quit, open the File menu and choose Preferences. Select the 
Prompt to Save Settings on Exit check box. 
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Overview of MAGic for New Users  
Start MAGic by pressing ALT+CTRL+M or by double -clicking the MAGic 
program icon on your Windows desktop. You can also start MAGic by 
opening the Start  menu, choosing Programs, MAGic and then selecting 
MAGic. 

When you first start MAGic, your screen is displayed in 2× magnification 
using the Full view. Speech will also be enabled. You can change the 
magnification level, magnified view, speech, and many other options by 
using the MAGic user interface.  

The user interface  is a small window that allows you to control all 
aspects of MAGic. This window contains the magnification and spe ech 
buttons in addition to the MAGic menu and title bars. The user interface 
is shown below.  

For more information on the MAGic user interface , please refer to 
Chapter 3 User Interface . 

 

 


